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Shaw 


TE \ EI RAY An 
___ FAR <> 


TO THE HONOR ABEE 
HOUSE OF 
COMMONS, 

Now Aſſembled in 
PARLIAMEN T. 


g He ſame reaſon which firſt muved me to nner- 
t ike this work,makes me mow ſuch 48 it 2 10 pub- 
ſh it, Obedience to this Honorable Houſe: 
thich did then aaſwer thoſe diſcouraging argu- 
nents of my great impetfeftions, the want 
of my (tudy,my little acquaintance in practical] Divinity, 
And doth ſtill excuſe me in ay this g elſe but S1n, Fer Il ne 
taught my eyes t1 read much Divinity in Mans command, [ 
can deny my ſelf to ſerre my Superiours ; Tadeed the voice of 
God makes me deaf to Humane ſaftututions + And when Hea- 
ven ſþe.hs, 1 do not underitszd_ the lanowuare rf the-wer ld: 
Diſobedience in ſuch a caſe # Devition, ani "the greate# Re- 
bell, the be Chriſtian, If mn) eth:y motive ronld ſup ve my 
thoughts to this beleer, St. Paul & plain and p'tire in my 
Text, ſhe vi:g the vanity and deceitfulneſle of all the Crea- 
tures excellinc;: t'e pres, wealmeſe the riches, proenty; 
the w [0:2 0 ow Th. Gil alan s power, «n4 riches, ant 
A 2 w.'d mM, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

wiſdom, and all things. And ſurely this wgument deſerves the 
ſevereſt findy, the maſt holy Meditations of every childe of 
Adam, and therefore cannot be unnelcome to a great Coun- 
cell of wiſe Senators, who have received a large meaſure, 
4 full cup of Divine Providence, and in ſpight of Hell con- 
tinues ſucceſſefall. In which Diſcourſe I proceed as much as 
my memory would give leave by example, and matter of faF, 
which brings the Concluſion t0 our boſomes, and i more preva» 
lent than fpeculation, The anckilfulneſſe of the pen I hope 
will not take off froms the power cf the SutjeR, the rude clothing 
c42308 more offend the eye thanthe preciom body may affe® the 
heert. Inmwhich aſſurance 1 remain 


Your unworthy ſervant, 


EDw. CORBETT. 


u—atennerl.... = 
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Gods *Providegxce. 


A Sermon preached at the late Faſt, before the 
Honourable Houſe of C 0M MON s, 


1 CoR. 1.27. 
m— God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world to con- 
found the wiſe. 


A D we no other light but that of Nature, and no 
z other writings but the book of the world, we mighc 
read a God,and ſee his Providence: But to finde a Sa- 
; viour, to know a Goſpel, tounderſtand the myſteries yy yy 16 17. 
of Salvation, is above the Art of humane learning, loh.z 4. 
the Spirit of God muſt be our Tutor therein, and the holy Scrip» 2 Cor.z. ro, 
tures onely can teach and give us ſuch a lefſon : For God hath _ 39. 
hid thoſe {ſecrets from the Scribes and great Philoſophers of the 0037» 
earth, he hath caſt away the underſtanding of the Prudent, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks. And hath chaſen the fooliſh things of the ! Cor.1.1 9 
world to confound the wile. 
My text is of that Nature as will not eaſily admit a Diviſion. 

I ſhall therefore inliſt upon three Propoficions , which I conceive 
do naturally ariſe, ad which I hope will give the full ſenſe and 
ſcope of the words. 

"Fir 'EZwa4; am, hath choſen : Imports Gods eternall choice, 
the Councell of his will, his Providence by which he rules and 
governs all things, and therefore thence 1 ſhall take this tor my 


firit Propoſition. 
Prop. 1. Gods will bath an eff. Guall Influence upox all the Creatures. 


Secondly, Megs Tv xozur, the fooliſhnefſe of the world : that 


which in the judgement of worldiy men is vain and any 4 
$ 


WM Gods Providence, 


o pe N 
Gods power 1s of great value and vertue : whence I raiſe this ſe- 
cond Propotrion. 


Prop. 2. Fooliſh things in the jud. ement of the world, are in great 


eſteems with our wiſe God. 


Thirdly , K2222m, ro confound or make aſhamed: That 
which is weak, and foolithy and nothing regarded by carnall 
eyes,confounds many times the greatelt power ahd wiſdom;and 
by the hand of Providence brings ruine and ſhare upon that 
which worldly men molt gory and contide in « whence I ſhall in» 
fer my thir4 Propolition. 


Prop. 3- Gd can iffett great and gloriows deſiznes by weak and in 


probubl E means. 


Every Propolition would afford abundant matrer for a diltin& 
Lermon. I can therefore onely point at ſume generall heads, and 
as it were give you a jittle map of tais great Countrey, taking 
my Propolitions in that order which T have mentioned. 


1. Gods will þth an eff. &u:# I fluence uhon all the Creatures. 


The Nature and Condition of Gods will , with thoſe diſtin- 
_ ions and difticulties diſpmted amonglit the ichool-men,and be- 
ewixt the Arminians and Contra: Arminians,are cither too high for 
humane underltanding toreach , orelfe are pioufly refolved by 
learned pens already. I (hall only touch upon the power and pro» 
vidence thercot , (o far as may conduce to the quieting of our 
thoughts in thele diitrafted times,and to give us patience & com=- 
Pſal.115.19. fort in the middelt of all «ffliftions. And to this parpoſe David 
allures us,that our God is in heaven, he doth whatloever he will; 
and S. P.u!,that God worketh all things accordftiy to the coun- 
Epheſ. 1,11. fell of his own will : And Isſtin Martyr, with Sajtat Aw: that 
rat.de Evcxr Gods will is the caule of all things. What confuſion cannot he 
Ariſt. dogma- grdert? what wiſdom cannot he fruſtrate? what weaknefſe cannor 
tun L. 4.d* heenable? Nothing ſo high that is above his command,nothing 
exe.c.12, & ; ; : ; 
Ench.css ſolowthat is beneath his Providence. Itihe Potter have power 
Rom 9g. :1, Of heſawe Jumpeto make one vetfe'l rohonour, and another 10 
lei,18 4 dilkonour,and co preterye or breatin pieces what ketath made, 


when 
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when asthe veſſcl! depends upon the earch of which ic confilts, 
of the water by which it was tempered, of che wheele which f- 
ſhioned ir, and of the fire which baked and hardened all : How 
much more ſhall the God Almightie who giveth to every crea- 
ture matter and torm, vertue & aftivity and beantic;cxercile his 
will upon them? How nwuch more ſhall he build up, and pull 
down, [ave and deltroy, and diſpoſe them as ſeemeth good unto 
him? Nebu:hadnezz.zr (one of the greacelt and proudelt Kings 
that ever was) will contefſe as much. Dan.4.32. according to his 
will he workeh in the Army of heaven, and in the inhabirancs of 
the earth,and none can itay his hand, or ſay unto him, whardoſt 
thou? the Armies ot heaven do acknowledge God in all their 
wayes , Legions of Angels who excell in ſtrength, who are as Mrs &> inf 
full of power as of glory, & know no Law bur their makers plea® fabili mods nou 
ſare : The inhabitants of the earth, Men and Divels, whatſoever feri pronter «- 
the Sun hath Jooked upon, orthe creation hath raiſed from no» Js 2% ntatinr, 


god contra 


thing,bave this neceflicy upon them,to obey the Almighties will, S 


and while they ruſh againit his Counſell,do fulfill it, which may ,,,, 5. 
appeare morediltin&ly, by conlidering three perticalacs. : 


f I. Every Creature depends on God. 


Every creature is theeffeCt of God ſecundum eſſe, efſentially de- 
pends upon him, or as Scots ſpeaks, is dependance it felt : of ne- 
ceſlity then they ftand in need of Gods perperuall help, the hand 
which-made moſt ſupport, and the power which raiſed trum 
nothing mutt {till preſerve from nothing. Which Chriit con- 
firms, Jobn. 5. 17. My Father worketh hitherto and T work ; and 
Saint Paul.Heb. 1. 3. He beareth up all things with his mightie word: Gr g\.2.m oc. 
He beareth up all things, 2. S»ſtinendo asa pillar and ture foun- ©! 2» a_ 
dation upon which they ſtand. 2. I=fluendo as a fountaine from or Pr 
which they derive all their vertue and operations. 3. Couſtringen= TiH1 ap. 
.d» as a:ſoveraign bond by which the parts of all things hold co- 
gether, & are prelerved as water in a veſſel from diffolution and 

ranning into nothing, aud he bearerth up all things without any 

labour or difficulty 7 64wen,on!y by his pleaſure, his will by the PGl. 33.5, 
ſame word, and breath, by which they were firit made. The 
creature cannot fand one moment without Cods aftuall ſuppot = 


tance; All things wou!d run incoconfution without his power» 
full 


in, q 2. 
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fall influence who created all things.For the frame of the world, 
is not like a Houſe which will ſtand it ſelf after the Carpenter ' 
hath raiſed it , but receives continuall ſubſiſtence from the Au- 
—_—_ thor, mult bepreſerved in being & working, or elſe will ſudden- 
3 qui az Iy break and fall in peeces: It depends upon the Almighty as the 
Con. Gen.1.3. figure of a Seal imprinted upon the water, which being with- 
Co 2.4, drawn, the Impreflion is inſtantly defaced; or as the light inthe 
_—_ P-1-9- aire which upon the Suns removall is preſently extin&t. Upon 
ME Votes -, Which grounds the Schol-men afficm, that preſervation isa con- 
in 1 p.d 72, tinued creation, that every thing is as it were newly born, new- 
Scotus in 2. d, Iy produced; And although in themſelves permanent, yet in res 
q5- ſ{petofGodaregquyſi in feeri: they are as it wereunderthe ham» 
—5oapSrtng mer, they are in a perpetuall forge and dependance. 
tem&i1r, And as our Nature, ſo are oura&ions ; we cannot utter one 
Con:ra Pela- word, think one thought, turn our Eye, or move a finger, with- 
Pianos. out the concurrence of his power who giveth life and breath,and 
AQ 17.35% all things; muchlefſe can weof our ſelves performe any thing 
| which is good, direCt a wiſh,or tread one ſtep towards heaven.As 
Ich.2,!3, the Ax isinthehand of him that heweth, wichout whoſeeleva- 
tion ir neither cuts nor ſinks into the timber; {o are we all in the 
hand of that Maſter builder of Heaven and earth, we are dead 
and uſelc<iſe tools without his Influence, who giveth as well the 
"pos will as the work, and in whom welive, and move,and have our 
04 n rg ? being. Heavy bodies cannot ſinke in the water, nor the fice burn 
Exod,:4,21, that which is moſt combuſtible, if the God of Iſrael ſpeak the 
Numb.zo0.8. word; the watry Ocean becomes a dry pavement, and the hard 
| 1-{.»o-'3- rocka f(pringing well atthe pleaſure of 2 Almightie:the Sun of 
_—_ "gk Heaven refreſhed as a Giant to run his courſe, mult ſtand Kill un- 
F ib till the God of heaven concur tothe morion: the confideration 
whereof made Saint Ambroſe breax out into this language , Non 
minw eſt conſervuare nundum creare, it is as great a work to 
preſerve the world as tocreate it : and Saint Chryſoſt. 4& waiter ic 
is a greater work: As it is more labour and ſirengch co ſupport a 
burden long in the air, then art firit to raiſe it from the earth, 
which may teach us: 
Todeny our ſelves, to yeeld up and refigne our ſouls unto 
Gods diſpoſing Providence : every one protefling with David, 
here am I, let the Lord deal with me as feemerh good unto _ 
or 


AR 17.18, 


2 Sam.15,26. 


Fd 
. 


Gods Providence. 
Fer Dependency is very humble and reſpeRive, it fudics cont 


tenement and care to comply, it commands the ſoul a holy ſi- 
lence, and in all affliftions keeps under the lealt rifing of our 
hearts againſt the Almightie: It makes us kifſe the rod,and wich = vera _ 
the Chriltians in Tertw:a#, thank our Executioners.For ſhall we tias a 
receive good at the hand of God,and ſhall we not receiveevil? Is cuſat40 wotum, * 
ic his great mercy that we donot fall intonothing, or which is © #24 /elici- 
worſe, into eternall flames? and ſhall the calamities of this world © 
which crofſe perchance our hopes, and ſoprevent our pride, or 
draw from us ſome -guilded earth, which haply wou'd have 
madeus more wicked, or at moſt deſtroy theſe houſes of clay 
which of themſelves will fall in ſunder ?ſhall (Iſay)a temporall 
bodily chaftiſement, the ſcourges of a loving Father drive us to #>* 5: 
impatiency,or diſtruſt, or make us curſe the day of our nativity? Lov ;. 
A Souldier is tried in a confli&, and a Mariner ſhews his skill in 
a tempeſt. And ſhall a Chriſtian faint or fearin the Seas of Ad- 
veriitic, in the batte!s of afflition? We ſee, the candle ſhines 
brighteſt when the air is dark ; and the fire burns hotteſt when 
the weather is cold. Natureteaching theſe inanimate creatures 
co rejoyceas it were in danger, and to triumph over oppreſſion: 
It is empey chaff whick is toſt up and down with the winde, not 
ſound corn; and they are rotten trees which-a ſtorm overthrows. 
Let us confider, that ſmooth and golden ſteps lead for the moſt 
partuntoJuſt and carnall ſecuritie, they make ns inſenfible of 
Go-ls mercies, and leſſe regardfull of his judgements, and more 
con:eited of our own greatnefle: letus conſider that the wayes a. 
of the wicked proſper, they gallop over the green plains of plea= conſume 
ſure and plentie, their houſes are peaceable, and the rod of God D.9:, 4.os pre 
is notupon them. And ſhall we envy the condition of wicked /c:{ce ulciſcs 
men? ſhall we complain becauſe our Kingdom is not of this pans 5.4 ol 
world ? ſhall webe angry with our bleſſings? Indeed when we $, (uryr 
confider the grievance it ſelf, we may look after a change of our ry /ar/atewm 
Condition, for we carry about us fleſh and blood, and who can c9xceder. 
ſay his heart is clear ? But yet we mult remember the Author of Cz!l. .de bel, 
our affiitions,the hand which ſtrikes,and the Providence which lob - 4 
direfts them : we may with our Saviour defire the Cup to paſſe Mah 34,: 9. 
from us ,. but we muſt wich our Saviour alſo defire notour own 432. 
wils,but Gods be done: Murmuring —, enrage our Crofles,a a lla.45.9, 
make 


G ods Providence. 


make then! more heavie, but cannoc remoye them, it may en* 


creaſe our guilt and bring upon us new judgements, it carmot 


Pf.1.129.13« 


Sen, Ep 4. 


Hii,i. 8. de pri- 


Chry(- in loc. 


Pfal. 7.2, 
Jer.11-20. 
Plal-94. x1, 


take them off, like a bird char is entangled in the lime twigs, the 


- 


moreſhe [truggles, the more lhe doubles her danger. 


2. God u All-knowing and Omnipreſent with the Creatures. 


What power of Manor Angel can cioud the Eyes of the Al- 
mighty ? what darknelle hideth from his face with whom the 
night ſhineth as the day ; the darknefle and-light are both alike. 
A heathen will tell thee God is neer thee, heis with thee, che is 
within thee; a f2ther willtell thee, God is never from thee 3 the 
Schoolmen will tell thee, God is more preſent witch thee then 
thou art with thy ſelf, and give good reaſons for what they ſay: 
And above all St. Pz#l will cell thee, Hebr.4.13. all things are na 
ked and open unto.the eyes of him, with whom we have todo: 
Nothing can eſcape his knowledge, we are as ic were divided 
and bowelled, without our clothes, without our skingin che hghc 
of God. But when weare lockc in our chambers , the windows 


© ſhut, the curtains drawn over our heads,when we are compaſled 


about with ttonc wals,who then ſhall ſee us? Nemo te videt (-aich 


St, Bernard) non _tamen nul : No man indeed can ſee thee, but be 
| feech thee before whoſe tribunall thou mult one day itand, and 


give an account forevery idle word. Thy good Angels ſee thee, 
and grieve at thy fins the Divel ſeeth thee, and rejoyceth at thy 
tollie. The ſtones in the wall ſee thee, and are ready when God 
pleaſcth to fall upon thee, and to grinde thee to powder. But 
Gods power doth not reſt here, his all-ſecing Eye is not termi- 
nated in words and aftions. He ſearcheth the rains, he reads 
cleerly the book of our ſoul, he hears our thoughts. This houſe 
of our body, walk of ficſhh cannot exclude the rayes of that Omni- 
potent Majcltie, David in Pal. 94. v8. will call them fools, who 
think otherwiſe ; ar dhe will give a reaſon for it in the 9. v. He 
that planted the ear (ball not he hear? or he that formed theeye 
{hall not he (ſee? hethat madethe heart , ſhall not he know the 
wayes and works thcreof ? But Gods eyes are purer yer, and I 
havenotexpreſſed the leaſt part of their brightneſſe: God under- 
Randsoyr thoughts afar oft, Pſal. 139. 2. from all eternitie, ſaith 
L;ranw upon that place, as ſoon as he had cxittence him(ſelt,and 


he 
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he wa$never withour exiltencehe did know all the purpoles,the 
ſecret motions, the deepelt root and ground of all our cogitati- 
ons-Bur alas, who can meaſure that which is infinite? Our great 
God knoweth more yet, and which may make us adore,and ad- 
mire, and tremble, beholds us in our proper and corrupt condi- 
tion, he diſcerns much filth, and great ſtains in the faireſt ſoul, 
he ſeech our carnall thoughts, our worldly thoughts, our pre= 
ſumptuous thoughts, our ſuſpicious thoughts , our partiall 
thoughts, our curious thoughts, our vain thoughts, he ſce:h our 
wiſeit thoughts are fovliſhnefſe, and our beſt thoughts have 
enough to condemne us. But O worme thatl am, aſhes, and no- 
thing, and worfetherrnothing; why do I endeavour to fathome 
the depth of Gods knowledge,codeſcribethat light which look- 
eth further and further, and hath no end'of "looking further ? 
Whatſoever God ſeeth (and he ſeeth whatſoever hath been,and 
whatſoever is, whatſoever will be, or may be, he ſeeth wharſoe- 
ver istobeſeen, and whatſoever is not to be ſeen) he rules, and 
ovens, and commands; he direGts ro his own glory, and mans 

a! vation.Philoſophy will teach us that Angels can diſcover bad 
th 1ghtsby wicked aQtions,and judge of the ſoul by the temper 
&:ths body : But to ſee-us from everlaſting, and to fee us in our 
native foulneſſe and- deformity, to know our thoughts before 
they werezand ſo long before they were to diſpoſe of them to his 
own ends,this is that alrizudo of which St. Paw! ſpeaks,into which 
the furcher we deicend, the lower we may link ; and the more 
we know. the more we are iznorant. 

O thou Chrittian then whoſoever thou art, kaving fought a 
good tight, made conſcience of thy wayes, and kept thy ſelf 
ſtraight'in the mid{bof a crooked generation,do not hang down 
thy head, or remit one-Jor of thy zeal in goodnefle for the re- 
proaches of Men; or the unjuit cenſuresof ali che world, rather 
revive an4 quicken thy indultry in every good cauſe,inflame thy 
holy ife, and in deſpite of all the ſharp arrows of cal!umniation, 
run joytul'y in the race of Gods fervice, raiſe thy languiſhing 
thoughts with D.mid in the contideration of thy own linceiitie, 
and innocence, and tingle heart; comfort chy telt with th: exam- 


Gen. s&. 5. 
lfa,94-6, 


Prov: 16.4. - 
Plal. 34-10. 
I Tim. 4+ 


ple of. Chri't, who deſpiced the ſhame tur the joy which was ſet Heb.1: 2. 


before him ; and (atistic thy foul with 7b; refolution, behold 
B 2 now 


th 6, I 9s 


| Ap. 2 pro Chr. 


Pp 57. 


Ds mend. ad 
Corſl.1-c6, 7, 
lob x3 7.19. 


» Prov- 1 6.4+ 


Exod 32 33» 


Pſal.1 FRO 
Ido dixit in 


corde (uo quid 
bec nc? audet 
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now my witneſſc is io Heaven, and my record ison high. When 
thou art going to any lewd a@,profane company, vain pleaſure, 
remember the God of Iſ-ze! Jooks upon thee: It protit unhappily 


move thee to injallice, oppreſſion, or any other ſervice of the d- 


vell, if rotten luits, unconitant honour, baſe ends, lay fiege unto 
thy ſou], and endanger thy ſpiricuall ſafety, call to minde the 
preſence of the Almighty. This one weapon of Divine Armory 
is powerfull cnough roconfound a whole world of temptations, 
and to conquer Hell ir ſelf. For will any man cut a purſe before 
the Judges tace, and when he is fitting upon the Bench? will any 
man commit adultery in the open ſtreets? Nothing hinders vice 
ſo much as nakedncfle: and it Seneca ſpeak true, the'greatelt part 
of ſins are commicted for want of witneſſes. How es werethe 
primitive Chi iltians herein? who would not tell a lye to ſave 
their lives,as fuifin Maryr relates.St. Angwitine proceeds further, 
and will not admir a lye for theſalvation of a mans ſoul. Buc 
ob hath a lirain above all, and will not have a lye told for the 
glory-of God: that glory which is the greatelt good,which is the 
end of all things, which Aeſes preferr'd before his own everlaſt- 
ing happinefſc. O mercifull Father, how are we degenerated 
from thoſe pious reſolutions! what ſpirit hardens our hearts? 
and devoures the conſcience of theſe later generations, which 
make lying a Profeſſion, and are conſtant in nothing elſe? which 
maintain the lawtulnefſe thereof , and confirm untruths with * 
oathes and imprecations. In Davids time the fool ſaid in his 
heart thereis no God, he durſt not ſpeak it with his tongue : But 
our Arheiſme is raiſed co that height and boldnefſe, that we 


diccre + jam þ dare profeſle it in our words and aRions,we dare brag of our un- 
- audet cog:tare. cleanneſle in contempt as it were of heaven, and in ſcorn of the 


Aug V.1 8, 
C.1. V.2J, 


Almighty. Adde tothis thefilthinelle of fin, which our Saviour 


;tels us, Matth. 15. defiles the Man, «9.9 makes him Common, 


which, by an Hebraiimezis profanegunclear, beaſtly. Agrecable 
towhich is that of Se. Zames, Lay aſide all fil:bineſſe, and ſuper finit 

of nanghtineſſc : fi'thinetle in the abliraRt , repricay ——— 
which is an excrement, a naſtic thing, as odious and deteſtable 
inthe noſtrils of the Almighty,as our very excrement are to us. 


” lavra Anfct, Upon which ground, deyout Anſe/me profefied that he would 


rathcr bejn Hell and free from fin, then polluted wich the filthi- 
nefle 
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neſſe thereof poſſefſe the Kingdom of Heayen.Now if every fin be 

of this blotting bealily conditionif the Almighty beholds them 

In their vilelt ſhape, in their greateltdetormitie, what ſhall we 
think of choſe crying fins, of unfaithfulneſſe, blaſphemy, whors ,,;\;z;- & 
dom, marther, how do hey defile us? what beafis and black Di> vere Xe giovis 
velsdo they make us? What ſhall wethink of this greatand fa- corona wn ſex- 
mous City, lately the Governerneſſ? of Truth , and Crows if true Relis (174 © _ 
| zo, but now the ſink and Common-ſbore of all Herefiez > My Author is $7.00004m 

F | gue, =_ . * + A refium. 
in/Print, and pafſech wichout contradiQion, and in a language Nunus Po+ 

| which forcain Nations may underſtand : And thus he further phcicus p. 37. 
ſpeaks as near as Ican tranſlate him. I dare 'e bold to ſay, that mere 

Sets are riſen in London in a yeer and ha'f paſt, then in the whole Chri= 

ftian world ſince the ApoHles times in 1600 yeers: Irenews reckons up 

about 20 diverſe Sets of Heretichs. Tertmllian 27 Theodoret 76.Epiphan. 

80. Auguft.33.Damgſ. 100. Philaſt. 128. Al which being dead and bu 

ried many centuries of yeers ſince, are raiſed at thi time, and recalled frm 

Hell by Handicreftſmen, and the baſer ſort of peoplenot without the great 

evill of the Londoners; Neither u there yet an end of mn'tip/ying Religi» 

oxs.l mult confefſe I ftand amazed at the relation. And know not 

whether Iſhould be angry wich the book , or ſorry for the Au» 

thor, wiſh to the one lefſe bitternes,or to the other more chaciry. 


3- God geverns all things to their ends. 


Gods Providence is as generall as his Creation, governing all Nchew.y.6. 
chings by the ſame infinite power by which they were made. 
This glorious fabrick ot che world would ſoon loſe its beautic, 
and the great family and rich furnicure thereof fall into confu- 
fion, if the hand of Providence did not guide their motions,aud 
| by a ſweet command condu them to their ends. The waters 16b 39*1'- 
| would overflow the earth,the fire would aſcend above its 
ſphear, Lyons and beaits of itrength and cruelty woald quickly 
devour the generations of Men : Nay the creatires have deltru- 
| Rion enough within themiclves, & for want of enemies abroad 
Sh would become their own Executioners. Divines and Naturaliits 
| have ſpoken ſo much of the parts of man, their uſe, and order of 
the ations, and fabrick of rationall creatures, of the ver.ue of 
plants, and Rones, that wonder is ficter herein than words, and, 
he doth belt relate that ltory who molt admires it ;I thall there- 
fore 


g © 


Neuu parti- 


um,'oc.17. 


o® ". 7} 


Matr.6.28.29, 


& 10.29 50. 


Vid Aug.l,s 


11,& 1], oc 


Drut. 19.4. 


2 Saſh. 17, 
15-M2 2F, 
P;ov. 2.1. 


Gods Providence. 
foreonely-tell you, that Ga!en by the light of Nature did: extoll 
the wiſdompt God in the making of a Gnar, in the very thighof 
a Gnat, that which we doſo little regard, which w<do1o much 
ſcorn, which many of us never took noticeof, the thigh one of 


' theleattand lowelt parts of a Gnat, a poore, vile. impertcU crea» 
. ture, yet confefferh the hand ut God, and magniftieth that Name 


which Chriſtians many times blaſpheme: the baſeſt worme 


' which creepethsin the duit hath marcer ' enough to hlilence the 


wiſelt Man ; and by how much theleffer any creature is, by ſo 
much it raiſerh thegreater wonder. As a ſmall Watch requires: 
a curious hand,'and Pifuresof the leaſt volume ſhew molt of all 
the Limners skill. Letus contider the whole ſpecies of mankind, 
eve: y chiide of Adam from the Creation to the lalt Judgement, 
and when we have conſidered let us be aſtoniſhed, and cry out 
with St. Pax/, Howunſearchabie are bis judgements who gives to- 
ſo many millions of millions a dillin& Face? by which the Huſ- 
band knows his wife, the farther his childe, the Creditor his 
Debror, the Magiſtrate the Delinquent, the Subjc his Prince, 
by which we know our Friends from our Enemies : and without 
which, Treaſon, Inceſt, Parricide, every wickednefſc would ll 
the world, and confuſion overwkelm atl Government; there is 
not a Lillie grows in the field, not a drop finks from the Clouds, 
not a hair fals from our head, or a tparrow lights on the ground 


- without the Eye of Providence ; every grafſc hath meaſure, and 
UcCiv. Dc. G 


the ſands of the Sea are numbred; the whole diſpoling of a Loc 
is of the Lord. He guiderh the liroke of every ſword in a battel], 
and not a bullet flies ro any other place then he hath appointed. 
Thoſe things which be moſt free and abſolute, the hearts and 
-wils of men follow the Influence of Divine Providence, they do. 
whatſoever liketh them; but yetthey can do no more, and in ne 
other manner than God hath decreed, He guideth thei co his 
own Ends, yet guideth according tothai Natmehe hatch put in- 
tothem, they voluntarily perform, what certainly ſhall come to 
paſſe. He cau(cth good aftions,he permicceth bad aQiorghe rules 
and orders all. Abſolan ſhall retute the good countell of Achitophel 
if God have ſo determined ; and Elir's ſons ſhall not obey the 
voice of their Father, if the Lord reſolve toflay them. The heart 
of the King is inthe hand of God as the Rivers of water , the 
ings 


God's Providence. 


Kings heart, who hath all things at command, and is of aJl men 
mot free, and whoſe wrath is as the roacing of a Lionghis heart, 
| his will,his favours, his frowns,his power, hls purpoſes,are rv1'd 
by Gods Providence, as the waters are carried in their channels 


at the pleaſure of thoſe who have skill to derive them. Poſidonius c 


in the life of Se. Augyftine, gives us two memorable examples to 
this purpoſe. The good Father being to viſit and initrudt the 
nas > of a certain place, and having a guide re dire& the way, 
and condu@t him thither,did notwithſtanding miltake the Com- 
mon and uſuall goad, and ignorantly fall into a by-path, and fo 


F 


Prov 'g.12, 


eſcaped the bloody hands of ſome Donatiits, who knowing of C. 15, 


his journey lay in ambuſh to take away his life: Ar anothertime 
this holy Biſhop preaching to the C—_ and forgetting 
the Argument, which firſt he propoſed, fell upon the Errors of 


the Manichees, which he never intended, and by that means Vid.de Alpio. 
converted one Firmw his auditor, who afterwards fell down at |. 6- cont: if, 


St. Auguſtines feet, weeping, and conteſting that he had lived a 
Marichee many yeers, and now, by Gods mercy and his laſt 


Augult c.7 & 
de lul. Cx. 
arud Sver. in 


Sermon was reduced to the Catholick beleef. We all know that Cz c, s:. 


Auguſtus made the generall tax to enrich his own coffers, but 
God uſed ir as a means to fulfill the Prophelie of Chriſts birth at 
B.tblehem. Nay God is the cauſe why things are nor, why a wiſe 
Councell of State-Phylicians cannot cure the wounds of a bleed= 
ing Kingdom, why a peace deſired betwixt two contrary Armies 
fiads no ſucceſſe, why the Enemies which were round about the 


people of Iſrael could not defire their Land, the men being ab= Exog.z4.24 


' fentthrice every yeer, and none but women to oppoſe, them. Ir 
is God who hinders and gives way to every work, nothing is in- 
dependant on him who depends on nothing. 

' Indeed Ticb-Bra:b, and Kepler two famous Matheraticians, 
ſeem to Crofle this doQrine, attributing muck tothe Influences 
of he Stars, and to that great conjunRion of 5.zturs_ and Jupiter. 
From whoſe pens ſome in theſe times give out many ominous 
conjeRures : and in truth few can be ignorant char the heavenly 
bodies have great power over inferiour Creatures, and are the 
partial! canſes of many alterations here belowe ; b:it ſuch crofle 
accidents do frequently happen in the Matter on which they 
workzeſpecially in the body & ations of men which are ſwayd 
by 


God: Providence, 


by reaſon, and education, and Religion. And God doth ſocon- 
troll and check them at his pleaſure,that our fins are more to be 
feared then the ſtars,and nothing certain can be concluded from 
their aſpeQts, but that they work together for the belt tothem 
Rom.s.:8 KhatlovetheLord. They make ſomewhat to fore-tell Mans incli- 
Toelz.3z, nation, and areſignes of ſpirituall events, but they bring no fa- 


ler, 10.2, 


Matw24.29, tall neceſlity with them, and things contingent are as far abore 


their power,as they are belowe the Almightie's.It we can beleeve 

C. 18+ that the thouſand yeers mentioned in the Revel. for the binding 
- , © upof Satan, is yet tocome; as divers do ſtrongly, perſwade us, we 
M.Meadin his need not caſt the great fury and confuſion of all the world upon 
xi the Stars; we need not wonder at thofe Civill difſentions by 
Diary. which wedevouroenrſelves; and when no other enemy could 
Carolus Gallus do us any harm, we labour our own deſtruRion. For the old Sers 
in his Clavis pent is ſuch an enemy to goodnefle, and is now ſo madly furious 
Pros. Loan his time is ſhort, that he brings forth all his wicked ins 
ſtruments which arein the foure quarters of the world to com- 

aſſe the Tents of Saints about, and the beloved City , to ſtrike 

. Religion at the heart,and to banilh,if it were poſliblezthe Church 

of Chriſt from off the earth ; and yet thanks be to our gracious 

God, his power is limited both in regard of time, and meaſure, 

and manner; he can go butto the end of his chain, witnefle Fobs 

affliftions ; He may exprefſc his malice, he cannot effe& his will: 

For wickednefle it ſelf is nnder ſubjeQion, and all the ſtrength 

the devil hath reſts in God ; I am confident that theſe raging was 

ters, which do ſo overflow the banks of Chriſtendome;, are trials 

of the Godly, puniſhments of ſin, and inſtruments of Divine Pro 

vidence. Ido not more beleeve that the Sun is in the Heaven, or 

that I am ſpeaking to this Congregation, then I do beleeve that 

all the calamities which are fallen upon this Land, ſhall curn to 

the benefic of Gods people, that Antichriſt ſhall concur to his 

own ſubverſion, and the very enemies of Truth ſhall advance it; 

Napier Fon, when that ſcarlet whore, who hath ſo long made the Nations 
Brigh- Conra- drunk wich her fornications fhall fall; and it is moſt probable 
Man. 1, father ruinis nearat hand: when a more full and entire cal- 
__ 4 ling of theGentiles then hitherto hath been,ſhall be accompliſh- 
lez- Evang- ad £d, and their reaſons are prevailing with mc , who yet expett 
tndo. ſuch a calling: when the Jewiſh Nation ſhall be fully reduced to 
Chri- 
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Chriſtian Religion, and iris a granted truth amongſt the beſt 

Divines, that ſuch a converſion is yet to come, then ſhall the 

Church of Chriit break through the clouds of affli&ion, prevail , 
ov:r Antichriſt,and all the iniiruments of hell,and flourith more _ of + 
in duQrine and manners, in peace, and power, and glory then — 
evirit hath done fincemen firit inhabited the earth. What Aris c, 6, 
ft-1/e cherefÞre relates of Phydias the famous Carver, Iſhall apply 

to Divine Providence, for as he being to make the [mage of A 
rerva,did with tuch curious Art work his own face upon the ita* 

tue, that whoſoever ſhou!d ſcrape out the face, muſt of neceſlitic 

deform the whole Image : ſothe great Archite&of Heaven and 

ear. h, hath in ſuch a wondertull manner engraven as it were 

his ow glorious face,his power, his wiidom, his goodneſle, up- 

on the whole tabrick of the world, and upon every part thereof, 

that this Divine face of God cannot be ſeparated from any crea* 

ture, without the cicatures ruine and annihilation. I will con- 

clude this point, and my firſt Propofition with Davids Confel- 

lion, Pſz/.40.v. 5. O Lord my God, thou haſt made thy wnderfull works 

ſo mary;that none can count im order th; thoughts towards ws , I wou'd 


declare and ſpeak of them, but they are more then I am abie to expreſſe. 


Prep. 2. Fooliſh things in the judgement of the world are in great 
&t cem with our wijc God. 


How much the Heathens of old did contemne the Jews for 
Circumcihon,that ſeal of the Covenant in the flefh , Poets and 
profane Writers do ſufficiently maniteft. And although the So- 
ciniars of Jater times do not plainly deride Baptiſme, the Sa» 
crament of Chriltianity and new birthzyer they place it among(t 
unneceflarie ceremonies, and account it rather a matter of form 
and cultome, then of uſe and _ What wicked titles doth yy, 1 5. g 
Muncer that great Anabaprilt give to Matrimony the holy Or- reye.r:li c 14+ 
dinance of God, and, which is honourable in all, calling i for» p 672 673. 
niccm, and Sathane lnpanar, the itew, and whore: huuie ofthe Di- Slevd C 

! Ty . " Sleyd Com. 

vel, trom whoſe opinion C.#erthe Jeſuite doth nat much difnt, Bulling 1.t« 
ncofeſſing, that a Clergie-main who keeps concubines, and coms 
mics ſacriledge, offends lefſe chen he who 1s married coa wite: 
And donat many amonelt us think coufly of the blefſ-d Eu- 
ch iriit, n@ ditcerning the Lords A tic Apoliic ipeaks, x C-r, 11 29, 


Enchyrc 17. 


who 


14 Gods Providence. 


AR.14 3. whoprofanethoſe ſacred myſteries with carnall thoughts, and 
Phi.2.16, Uanprepared hearts,and rather feed their bodies than their faith? 
Rom-1.'6 The holy Scripture, which is theword of grace, the word of 
Burtor. in Syn. life, the power of God untoſalvation, by the Jews is lefſe valued 
_ _ w_ et than the Talmud, and in the efteem of Papilts, is an imperfe& 
low. p. 349. {eadenrule, a dead and dangerous letter, a noſe of wax. That 
Viſa cf mbi God ſhould be incarnate, and ſuffer is madneſle in the judge» 
indigna quam ment of Fefiws : A Virgin to bear a ſon, or a reſurreion from 
Tulliane d/g3- the dead is abundant matter of laughing at Athens. 
me Np" What betterentertainment hath the preaching ofthe Goſpel? 
Avg.Con, 13. which is the miniſtery of reconciliation,and the ordinary means 
C. 5. of erernall happinefle, opening the cars, enlfghtaing the eyes, 
AR&.16.24 foftning the heart, and {anQitying the whole man. How is it ac- 
_y 3 = counted by too many, Lndibrium & probroſum artificium, as Gerſon 
R—_ «4 - Mi ſpeaks, a vain work , a diſhonourable profeſſion? how do we 
2 Cor-10 4, loath this heavenly Mama? Whar a fooliſh unneceſlarie bulines 
Mcb.4.1z, dowemake it,preferring our eaſe,our profic,our privatereading 
beforethe bread of life, and the publick worſhip and ſervice of 
the Almighty. Such is the condition of the ficlh, and corrupt 
reafon, and worldly wiſdom that they cannot relliſh matters of 
reateſt weight, of higheſt excellency, they cannot diſcern the 
oArine of faith, the myſteries of ſalyation, ſome reaſons may 


be theſe. 


Reaſ. 1. God ſceth not as Man ſeeth. 


TheLord behoJds the heartyhe regardeth ſinceritie and faith= 
fulnes, he loves a willing mind, acordiall wiſh, when all things 
elſe are wanting : But men have baſe and baſtard principles by 
which they Judge,and by which they are led,they look upon the 

x Chre.18.9, Garment and outward appearances, cither biefling themlelves 
- in their policie with Achitophe!, or in their power with Nebuchad- 
lep17.10 gezzar, Of in their full barns with the Rich-man in the Goſpel, 
Son! take thy eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for many yeers,when. 
alas;the who'e world is nothing tothe happines of the ſoul; and 
Gold canno more fill the ſpirit of man,ihan grace can fill his 
1 Sam. 16-7. purſe. Elja>fooked morelike a King, then David inthe eyes of 
Sammel, yet David was ele&ed,and E/ib refuſed. 1 Sam-16.9.6,7. 
And that which is highly elteemed amongit men, is abomina= 


ticn 
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tion in the fighrof Gd. Luk 16. 15. How doth the face and nut- 
waid {plendor of che Romith Church prevail with carnall 
minds? H »w many owe their Religion moreru education, then 
tothe Scriprures; and are ather bon in good opinions, then 


5 


chime them ? Veri'as & veritas Was never out of the mouth of the Ae» 1 z; 
Manichees, when they (pake thoſe things which were mot: Conf. c. 6, 


falie, and their many and great bouks were tull ot the Name of 
Truth, when (heir heats w re e.nprie of the Nature Look upon 
thoſe valt and Giant-like Volumes of Barwmims, Vaſquez, Suarez, 
and many others ot that Z;n4:ian Orde: ; how are they compa» 
ſed with judgement, itrengthened with rea-un, confirmed with 
antiquitie ? what tongne do they nor ſpeak, what Art do they 
nut know, what ſanGitie do they nor protefſe? And if you dclire 
to underſtand wha: Policie they uſe to eltabliſh che Kingdom of 
dirknefle, to endear their name and credic roche wortd, I ceter 
y 1 rOthree books, the one inticuled, Arcana Feſwitarum the other 
M flrria Fefititarnm, the third H ft ria Jeſuitarum. Proceed a litrle 
further, and rake notice of thoſe leffer, bur no lefſe pernicions 
works of $ci-.145 Viike 'u5, and ſom» other pettie primer crafts 
of rheir adherents : their rational] diſcourſes would invite and 
feait any man who is nor nouriſhed with Grace, and diiciplin'd 
by Scripture, their tmooth and infinuating language would de- 
ce ve, it it were poflib c&,the very Ele&: So that it weſhu d Judge 
ou; cauſe and Relipion by the taceand eye of man, it Buik or 
Pri ie, or exrernal! glory were the onely arguments of Truth, 
an4 charaRers of the Goſpel, our ſtate were deſperate, and as 
ti-c Apoſtle ſpeaks in another cate, we were of all men mott mi- 
ſer.ble. 

Si. Chryſ # me in his third Hom. on the 1. to the Cor, compa» 


riny Pax! and P'aro togerher, preters the Heathen before the yy, ; far; 


Apcdtle in point of reaſen, and in the knowledve vt Natureznot» 3d Cr. 
withiianding vives the viftory to St. Pax, and layes the Fhilu Manga rian 


ſopher in the duſt. And I belceve if we examine the whole Ca- 
talogue of Martyrs, and take anexatt view of thole guod (oats 
who did put on the whole armour of Gud, and have wreſtled 
with the rulers of darknefſe,ard ipirituall wickednefle, we ſhall 
finde the n1:learned but religious tradeſmen protefling Chii?, 
and cmeertainivg death when the Scribe and ditputer have re» 

C 2 nounced 
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Noftri {ut de gounced their faith, and forſook their colours,we ſhall finde the 
v:r4 tace:m) wiſdom of the wiſe deſtroy'd, and fillie women and children 
pueri & muli- yurting their hands into thoſe flames which the Do&ors refu- 
rt _ _— s +. ſed. One illiterate laick at the Councell of Nice confounded and 
ed : oye nonpluſt many Scholers. And kew many of Chriſts Apoſtles 
pronere "ills were filher-men, learned onely in | ——a— » and better read in 
gemicum nee ſinceritiethen books ? what can be more plain then that of St. 
rgn:s potefl. P au, Not many wiſe men after the fleſt, not many miybtie, not many noble 
—_ Ts = are called. And St. Chry/oſtome will give us che reaſon, becauſe the 
5. hit. Eccl, great and fiudied Scholer blefling himſelf for the moſt part in 
1 Cor, 1.26. the proud (wellings of his deep learning, ſtands upon his own 
ſtrength and excellency, and will do nothing without a reaſon: 
when theilliterate Countrey wan, the poore ſnake abhors him- 
ſel$, is contenptible in his own eyes, and with all humilicy and 
fear calts him{elf down at the Almighties feet. Sc. P au! goes fur- 
ther,and tels us, that the wiſdom of the fleſh is death, is enmitie 
againſt God, neither is or can be ſubje@ tothe Law of God. Rom. 
$. All which is to be underſtood of wiſdom and knowledge fo 
long as they continue carnall, carried away with pride, and 
ſel-(ufficiencie; For we mult know that many of Gods deareit 


Rom,8. 6,7. 


children have been, and lil] arc as able Schollers, as glorious . 


lights, and as eminent in every outward excellency as any. in 
the world; who ever more eloquent then 1Jaiah? more profound 
then St. Pax!? more renowned for all learning then AJoſes and 
Solomon ? witdom and knowledge,are happy inſtruments of ſal- 
vation when they are guided by truth, and ſteered by Religion, 
they are great vertues in themſelves ; and if there were no other 
world but this, I would account my ſtudy, my heaven, and my 
books everlaſting life : But when the text tels me © womet not 
many wiſe, when Philoſophic teacherh Corrzttio optimi eſt peſſi- 
may when experience ſhewerh no wickednefle to the wickednefle 
of a Scholer, I muſt conclude, that Piety is the greateit Policie ; and 
the beil Chriſti", the wi, et Han. 


Reaf. 2. Foeliſb things are made wiſe by Gods effe Qual calling. 


When God cals any Man effe&tually,be puts his fear inco his 

Ter 32. 39,40, hearty as Feremy (peaks ; And Solomon alſures us, that The fear of 

Proy.l-7, #he Lordi th: beginning of wiſdom: when we delight inthe _ 
man 
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mandments of God, and deyote our ſelves to the obedience 
thereof, when we are eminent in goud works, and abundant in 
ſervice, and embrace Religion with any danger, with any difh- 
culty; then are we wiſer then our adverſaries, ourteachers, our 
elders,as David (peaks, wiſer then the great Achitophels the Pha» 
riſees of the world; who being puffed up with the pride of their 
ſtrong brain, and blinded with an opinion of their profound 
knowledge, will deride Chriſt himſelt, when he tels them that ic 
is impoſſible to ſerve God and MHammon. For wiſdom is the fruit 
of Devotion. And becauſe David was holier, therefore he was 
wiſer then his Encmies: Piety raiſeth thc ſoul of mangand purg- 
eth it from thoſe luits which do beſot our knowledge; it infpires 
the underitanding with an high and heavenly light, by which 
wedilcern the ſabtiltie of the Devil, the corruption of our own 
hearts, the myltery of ſalvation; it breaths into our Aions fin- 
cerity, and watchtulneſle, and the life of wiſdom. Though we 
underſtand the depths, and ſecrets of State, exce]l in Judge- 
ment, ſharpneſle cf wit, faithfulnefſe of memorie, and in variety 
of experience and obſervations ; though we be living libraries, 
and have not Religion, we are blinde and ſtupid, and fools in 
any true knowledge : the flower and fyirit of all our wiſdom is 
but learned follic, and beautitull fimplicitie.For tell me,O thou 
mightie Man of knowledge, who doelt trample upon the coun- 
ſels of others with contempr, and art the Oracle of God in the 
eſteem of Men ; can thy Policie refit the Diyel ? or finde out the 
wiles and deviſes of the old Serpent, who is well read in all the 
Arts and advantages of the earth, and 1s as full of knowledge 
as of malice? Can thy worldly wiſdom preſerve thy life one mo- 
ment longer then God hath decreedican it conduf thee theway 
to Heaven ? or preſerve thy (oul from Hell? chat precious ſoul, 
which Sc. Brfol ca the delight of the Almighty; and Sc. Anguit The 
miracle of miracles ;that divine, (pirituall, erernall ſoul,l tremble 
to ſpeak it, owr ſouls are eternall: when we have continued as ma= 
ny yeers as there are drops in the Sea, we have not continued 
one moment in compariion of Eternitie; were all the world a 
Mount«in cf ſand,and every thouſand yeers one of thoſe ſands 
removed , that Mountain would have an end, but Eternitie 


would be no lefler ; Aitcr all the ages which Men or Angels can 
3 number 
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- and therefore, 


G ods Providence- 


number or conceive, Frerniric doth but begin, it doth a!wayes 


berin, 2nd is nothing bur beginning. And now tet the eye of 


reaſon judge b:twixt a childe of God, and a man of rhe woridz 
berwixt the providence of Heaven, a .d the witdom of the ticth: 
what learning is it, to know all the tecrers of Nature, and © be 
a very foo! in the my'.cries of Grace ? What Pulicic is it tw have 
a c'ear fight into all che Kin2doms of the earth , and ru beliuik 
blinde in the kinedom of Heaven ? whar profi is it cugain the 
whole world, and to le our eternall fouls? Ai] che admirabie 
knowledye and vertiies ofthe Hearhen are but glorious ab mine” 
tions inthe iudgemen. ot St. Auywdtine; and Nicodemw one ot the 


beit of the Phariſees, a Ruler of che Jews, and a prote!: Ductur 


In the Law, is ftupid and chi'difſh in the principles ot Chriltia* 
nicie; it our Saviour talk to him of being born again, he pre- 
ſently thinks cf n-ring in.o his Mothers wombe. The naw all 
Ma,the Man endowed wich all the excellencies of which the 
{cul is naturally capable. perceiverb not the things of the Spirit of 
Gd; hath neicher witdum co make a right choice of the belt 
end, nor underi an:{ing to finde ont the true means; Nay he 
elteems them fool;ſbrefſe, and tochang=:h the greateit b'efſing iris 
toa fearful curſe. St. Paul will give us the reaſon of all; Becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcern'dgthey require ing'ie eics,and ſoft hearrs, 
an'' humble choughts; they req 1i:e a ſanQitying ſpirit. The 
wi dom of Heaven, proceeds onely trom the God of Heaven, 


T. Do not contemne thy weak brother. 

G-d can raife his thoughts, or dirc& his tol/ie to an happie 
end, hecan make himan Iniirument ot g'o0:y,who is now a tub= 
j@ of weaknelle, and canttrike a ſtreight thioak with a crocked 
Rick. Let us remember that we our ſelves in times palt were u;® 
whe, ditubedient, deceived, terving luſts, and divers plcatures, 
that we continue clay ot the ſame lump, branches of the ſame 
root: and the tame Grace which ſupports one, may raiie ano* 
ther: i or who made us rodifter? or what have we that we have 
nor re« -ived ? Although the Jews be now a by-word amonvirt the 
H-a-hen and have yen long under Captivitie; although they 
are broken cft from the tiock, yt Gud is able ro graff them in 
again.and to let the day ot his glory ſhine forth upon them. 


Nay 


—— 
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Nay, God will remember his Covenant with Avraham and 74? 
cob, his calling is without change; no fin can fruſtrate his Ele&i” 
on. Thoſe who are Enemies to the Common-wealth of Iſ#ae!s 
and are darkneſleit ſelf, may be cnlightned by the Sun of righ= 
teouſnefſe: God may have children amonglt Turks and Pagans; 
the wildernefic may nouriſh ſheep, and the hard Iron afford ſo+ 
veraign ſpicits : The Theef upon the Croffe became a Saint; and Euk-23-43. 
perſecuting Saw/was changed into Paul an Apoltle. Other mens AQ. 
imperfe&ions therefore may be our inltrufions , they may be 
arguments of great devotion,they muſt not be objefs of any de- 
rition : the leaſt lin deſerves contempt z but the greateſt ſinner, 
charitie : let us hate the vice, but help the man, pity him, pray 
for him, lec us extend our breaſts of compaſſion , wherefoever is 
hope of Converlion. Bur above all, let us not deſpiſe ourzealous 
bruther, who out of a pious apprehenlion of the joyes of hea*- 
ven, and of the torments of hell, of the love of Chriſt, and wic- 
kednefle of fin, makes a con'cience of the leaſt tranſgreffion, 
ſtzrcles at all appearance of evil,is {trift and tender,and feartull 
in all his converſation, wholooks upon the world with con» 
tempt, and for the Goſpel ſake will kifle the rod, and welcome 
death. Calvin dedicates his Commentary on the 1 to the Corin: Caly.in Ep. 
to one Caracciolus a Marquelle of Traly, of great honour and ded. in 1, ad 
eltate, bleſſed with a noble and cha? wife,and with many ſweet Cr: 
children, and full of peaceand earthly happineſſe ; notwith- 
ſtanding parted with his Countrey, bid fare-well to his plea- 
ſant and rich pcfſ:ſtons, toriook his wife, and children, and 
friends, and all for thc love of Chrilt and liberty of his conſci- 
ence; fol!\owing the coun{e]l ot St. Hjerer, to his beloved Helio Epiſt. 1, 2d 
dor, If thy little Grandchi!d hang about thy neck,if thy mother *©90-. 
with her hair untyed, and her garments rent, ther thee thoſe 
breaſts which gave thee ſuck , if thy father caſt himſelf down 
upon the threſhold to keep thee in; tread upon thy father, and, .. 
with drie cyes flyc unto thy Saviour. I: # Religiminthis caſe to be vw Agr 
cruel, and the greateſt pitie to be jilileſſle. Tjnati/ns the Martyr was of 
the ſame minde, I weuld to God (faith he) Imighrt enjoy thoſe 
beaſts which are prepared toeat menp, I will make much of 
them, and uſe them with all kindnefſe, thatthey may devoure 
me preſently : Let the faget , the gallows, the furie of wilde 
bealts, 


 Bpol. 2, pro 
Chrift,p,54, 


TT. 
Tertf. adver- 
Gcartes Cc. 2» 


£ damvs in 
vita, 


I King 18.17. 
1 Cor.4.13. 


Tertul. Apel. 
ccntra Gent, 


Cs 39. 


Salv. 1 Jo 
2 King.s, 


Gods Providence. 
beaſts, the rack, the tearing and nnjoynring of all the body, let 


+ the tormencs of the devill come upon nie, fo that I may gain 


Chriit Jeſus : it is better todye for Chritt, then to be E:nperour 
ot the whole world. Call not then devutiun weaknelle, or zeal 
folly, rank not them in the kalender of tools, who preter ſalva* 
tion before the world ; and by a bold afſertiun of rhe Truth, 
fight tor Martyrdom. God is never more honoured then when 
the kingdom of heaven ſuffers tuch violence : The Church ne- 
ver ſhewed more witdom than when her zeal flamed higheſt. It 
was an ancient Complaint of Juſtin Martyr in the behait of the 
primitiveCh:j1 ians. that they were condemned and put to 
death,oNe qaplu rod upon an i!) report,anu $12 73 tre for the 
Name ot Chritian , and d:z 79y 62 oay tor the profeſſion of 
goodnefle: And in this kingdum ne was a time when vertue 
and pietie were accounted crimes, and the Name of Puritana 
greateraccuſation then drunkernneflc or whouredom: Luther that 
glorious light of the Goſpel, was called the Trumpetgf Rebel- 
lion. The Prophet E/;ah the Troubler of Tract; and Sr. Paul was 
madethe filth of the world ,and the off-icouring of all things. 

Take heed therefore of raſh and ungodly cenſures in matrer 
of Religion, which requires our prayers,and patience,and cha=- 
ritie, abhors reproaches : Thou mayelt abuſe a Coxrt with the 
Name of fa@ion; and under the calumnie of Brownitt,condemne 
a Saint :Su/yation ought tobe the bulinefle of our whole lite: We 
cannot be more ſiudious to preſerve our ſouls, then the devill is 
todeliroy them; we cannor be too caretull about that work, in 
which our greateſt care is not enough. 


2. Donot underva'ue Gods Ordinances. 


Divine Inſtitution addes a price, and holy regard to every 
work:The time,the placegthe matrer,the manner.,cvery circum=- 
ſtance receives weight from Guds command ; and he who is not 
caretull to obſerve the leait, doth not obey God when he per» 
forms the greatelt. It Nuaman will be cleanied, he mu!: walh fc- 
ven 1#nz«s in the water of Jordan, tix tines walking will not re- 
move th. Leprolie : whoſoever wili be cured muit enter, Firſt in» 
tothe Pool atter the Angel bath truublcd the waicr; he that 
comes «iter fhali have no benctu; Gods order 1 114. be ublervedy 
his 


earthen? If the Tabernacle be all gold within, what though the 
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þis number regarded : contempt in any circumflance ruines all 
the work; Ic is no juſt excule to prefer ſome before others, when 
all ought to be done; It is not the duty of @ Servant tov chooſe 
his work, and rather to diſpute his Malters will,then to obey ir. 
Let the Ordinances of Heaven be never (o mean, ſo poore in re» 
gard of their outward condition z They are worthy of precious 
account, of honourable clteem,of caretull obſervance,in re{pe& 
of their Author, and thoſe ſacred ends for which they were in- 
joyn'd : Common bread becomes the food of life in the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper; and water, a vulgar and corrupt ele- 
menc, ſcals in Baptiſme the remiflion of fins.: The very ſame 
words of Man,which paſle as wind,and onely beat the.air,com- 

ing with Gods authoritic and blefling, ſhall melt a hearrof 
flint;, ſhall profper in the work for which they were ſent, are 

ſharpet then any ewo edged (word, are lively and mightie in 

operation. If the liquor be cordiall,what matterif the veſſel be 


I Cor:it. 


Iſa-55,11. 
Heb 4,13, 


covering be of badgers skin? A Scholer will not judge a book 

by the bulk and our-lide, but by the contents. A Souldier will 

not chooſe a Sword by the luſter of the hilt, but by the goodnes 

of the blade. The Aurhor legitimates the work, the will and 

end is Allin every aftion. Craſſus whip'd his Maſon, becauſe he 

ſent him a fitter Malt for his ſervice, but not the ſame he requi- 

red: agd Aanliws beheaded his (on, becauſe, contrary to com» & Gell. 1.t. 
mand, he gave battell tothe Enemy, and obtained the vifory. EB, | 
And will God endure diſobedience at the hands of finfull men? , En "oY 
Is he lefſe jealous of his honour then the creature ?ſhall he com- 
mand,and threaten, and beſeech? Shall he bring ſalvation to 
our doors, to our boſomes, and ſhall we deſpiſeit? Take heed, 
curſes attend contempt,.Famine tollows abuſe of fulnefſe; and p,,. 38 
unthankfulnefſe in Peace and knowledge, brings war and igno» © * 
rance-Our Saviour onely called fobn and James, and they with= 41, 4.22, 
out tarrying left their ſhip and their Father, and followed him: | 
Parents, and Fortunes, and Lives give place to Gods command, 

we mult diſprove nothing which he approves, nor like any 

thing which he diſlikes. Fer we arenot our own,and therefore 

we muſt nor ſet up our own wills, nor judge by cur own reaſon, 

nor work for our own ends: but we muit ſacrifice our ſeives to 

God, 
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God, onr wils to his will; our reaſon to his knowledge , onr 
whole endeavours to his glory-It is enough for us that he would 
haveit ſo : H# wills wiſdom, and juſtice, and power, and reaſon, and 
all things. 


Prop. 3. G-d can effect glorious deſignes by weak and improba'l: 

means. 

What cannot the God of Heaven compaſſero ſet forth his 
own glory,and to advance his ſervants good ? Flies, and Frogs, 
and Lice, the very corruption and dung of the earth, are too 
ſtrong for Pharach a potent Prince :theſe vile and loathſome 
creatures ſhal conquer a Nation of armed Men. When all Fgypr 
and any ground upon which an Egyptian breath'd did fwarm 
with Flies, the Land of Goſben, a little ſpot of earth, and in the 
midſt of the Countrey , wasnot molelied with any: Not with 
Flies which of all creatures are molt paffeable, and leaft to be 
refilted : Wals and Rivers, and Armies cannot oppoſe their mo- 
tion, deny them entrance : and yet theſe a&ive irrationall*crea= 
tures did not touch upon Grſben when they were round abont it, 
they did as it were know the people of God, and diltingniſh be- 
twixt his Friends and Enemies. Read the 2. Cap. of Foe, how a 
great & mightie people were prepared for batrell,betore whom 
the Land was as a garden of Eder, and behind whom a deſolate 
wildernefle. v. 3. They hall come as the noiſe of a flame of fire, 
and deyour men like ſtubble; v. 5. they ſha!-march like firong 
men, and goforward in their way without refiſtance; v. 7. they 
ſhall fall upon the ſword and not be wounded. ». 8. The earth 
ſhall tremble beforethem, and the Heavens fhake.v.10. And yer 
this powerfull terrible Army,in the 25.9. conſiſts onely of Graſ- 
hoppers, and Carterpillars, vile deſpiſed wormes , which are 
ſtrong to execute the word of God.y.11.and are invincible Soul- 
diers when the Lord of hoſts is Generall. What more contrary 
to good than eril? or what more oppoſeth hafpineſe than ſr? Yet 
the evil of Foſeph's brethren, God diſpoſed to good; and the 
greatelt fin that ever was, the crncifying the Lord of life, by the Di- 
vine Counſel] produced the greateſt blefling.Nay,the bitter wa» 
ters ſhall be made ſweet by {a!t,and the ſacrifice ſhai burn uw hen 
water is powred upon it : our vey aftiifions as over- maſtered 


and 
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aud rul'd by God have this in'ſunion upon them to further 
our ſalvation : Our wounds are remedics, and thoſe who con» 
tradiche precepts of che Almighty, obey his Providence, Rea» 
ſons may be theſe. 

1. No means are Helps to God. 


The Lord of hoſts can conquer without an Army (Zach. 4. 6. 
Neither by power nor might, bar by his Spirit he can ſubdue 
every Mountain of oppolition) and bring about whatſoever he 
hath determined.Indeed in the ordinarie courſe of Providence, 
ſecond cauſes do concur, and in their ſphear derive to every ef- 
fe&a proper vertue : Yet herealſothe God of Providence hath 
the governing power ; he is the Author of all the good which is 
produced, and may be ſaid to work himſelf though with other 
means: For all the world of Creatures are but Inltruments at 
the moſt, ſuch as contribute ro aſliſtance to the Almighty God; 
they depend upon him for their Being, they work by his conti- 
nuall influence, and receive their ends from his eternall Order. 
Theſame reaſons which moyed God to make the Creatures, 
move him ſtill tro uſe them; not neceſſicie, or want of power, but 
love and goodnefle.Did he calt out devils with his finger, Lak.1. 
and can he not beat down men with his hand? Did he make the 
world when therewasnohelp, and can henot rule the world 
without any help? Is his arm ſhortned who is omnipotent ? or 
his Proyidence decayd whois wiſdom ic ſelf? The fhadow of 
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Peter ſhall heal mulcicudes of ail — AB. 5. And thelettec AR.s.15, 


Than upon the forcheads of his people 
9. God is not like the children of Men, who can do nothing 
wichout their tools; he can work above means, and he can 
work againit means:ſometimeshe difableth the greateſt means, 


and ſometimes he uſeth no means at all. 


2. Godcan help the means. 


He that can work without means, can improve and advance 
the weakeſt means,can raiſe and quicken every temper, and dif- 
poſe lictle occalions to great purpoſes. Luther an obſcure Fryar, 
did ſhake the whole kingdom ot Hell and Antichrift, by whom 
God gave Truth a reſurreRion,and a conquelt oyer hereſie. The 
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Nnock .EcC- = whole wor'd 4 7amnſt Ath waſins,and Ath zraſins ag inſt its half a 
Fl 5.10.42, fardied Gf veersfpent in doubttnll triall, which of the two in - 


the cnd would previil the fide which had alf,or that part which 
had no Friend but G 4 and Death. And to come a litle nearer 
homezand ic wou'd be {trange ingratitude in this place, to for- 
get that gencrall deliverance which this whole Land ubtain'd 
by the d: Hull language of Jo careleſſe ſyllables : And which is 
more to be admired,when the vault was ready,the powder laid, 
the train made, the match prepared , the Executioners of all 
bloody in reſolucion, and in the rage of their Fury. Then the 
hand of God made a ſcrip of Paper tv frultrate all the work, and 
to vanquiſh Rome and hell it {2!f; we all know that Ezekizs being 
fick untodeath,was cured with a bunch of Figgs,which having 
a peculiar natuze to drie Ulcers, in time would have matured 
the Boyl; but the ſudden cure was the/hand of God ; if the Iron 


Ccl[.1.5. c 12, be blunt, God puts more ſtrength unto ir : Tt our gracious Crea® 
Ecd.1o.10. tor wIll fayourthe building of the Temple,no rain fhall fall for 
Joſep. Anti. ten yeers ſpace,in the day-time to hinder the workmen. The wo- 


man in the Revel. the Spouſe of Chriſt ſhall be ho!pen by the 
Earth, the dullefi of Elements, the baſeſt of the people. Naaman 


cared by clay and ſpittle, Phyſick firterin common reaſors to 
have deſtroy'd the be than to travereſtored the fight: When. 
God ſpeaks terror, 300. Men thall vanquiſh a mighty hoaſt, and 
emptie pitchers ſhall affright an Army as much as roaring Cannons: 
Nay a bla{t,a ramor,a Fe:y,ſhall overthrow the greateſt power 


on earth ; The Moatites had a fancy that they ſaw the blood of 


their Enemies, when they ſaw nothing bur the Sun ſvining in the 
water : And yet this fancy was their overthrow, 2 King.3-22. So 
ealte it is for God toraife ſtrength our. of weaknes, to pull down 
the pride of fleſh and blood, and to make a ſhadow, a trifle the 
Inftrument of great Deliverance. A''d therefore, 


T. Truſt not in Meazs. 


The way to have any thing taken from us,and not bleſt, is to 
truſt in it, and depend too much upon it : Ihe Prophet Ferem. is 
politive herein, curſed be the Man who trut's in Man, and who 
maketh fleſh his arm. The reaſon tolloweth, and which dra _ 
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his heart from God : For when we make fi:th our arm, account 
ic our {uppore and ltrength, and relye upon ir for delivei ance, 
our hearts are withdrawn, an departed trom the liviag Cod; 
we De/fie che creature, and i£ much as inwus lyes, we 2 God th: 
Creator. The Lord himfelt in «ffe& ſpeaks as much in his dit> 
courte with G: en, Fu4z. 7. The people which are with thee are 
too many for me to give the /7i4ianites into their hands, leſt T/- 
rae! make their yvaunt againtt me, and ſay my hand hath ſaved 
me. Self: ſuffi:iency and Creature-cornfidence is of a vaunting and re> 
bellious Spiric. Ir ſers np it ſelt, and De-thrones the Almightie. 
Wi: tothem,(aith I'1iab, Chap. 31: ver.1. that go down into Egypt for 
help, and truſt in chariots becauſe they are many , and in borſes becauſe 
they are ſtrong : And if you would know what this wo is, the Pro» 
phet will acquaint you in the 3.v. When the Lord ſ-all ſtretch aut bis 
hand, the helper ſbll fall; and he that #s holpen ſþ.1'l fall, and they ſpall 
all together fail. Curics and woes follow them which reſt in, and 
lean to earthly things, and the fruit of carnall confidence is de» 
ſtruKion. Out of God there is nothing but the Creature, which 
is changeable,cmprie, and inſufficient, which borrows all the 
worth ic hath, and by very truſting in it, proves uncomfortable. 
How many Parents loſe their children, by ſetting their hearts 
too much upon them? who milcarry ofcner than Men of the 
greateſt parts ?: Let us not therefore cry-up the hands of Zerub- 
babel, nor the greatneſje of an Army, nor the wiſdom of a Parliament, 
bur let us exalt the puwerof the Almighty , adore his Provi- 
dence, trult in his goodnef]: ; let every Chriitian endeavour to 
joyn his ſoul cloſe unroGud,and as irwereto {quare it for him, 
co bring his trait onely tothe God of rratt, and to fer him in his 
own place, the higheit in the heart. For the conjun&ion of the 
ſoul with God is the life thereof; and while we be caretu:l to 
preſerve that union, the gates of Hell cannot prevail againit as, 
we ſtand impregnable. Burt it the D:vell. come once berwixe God. 
and our ſouls, and it js his greatct liudy foro do; It the loveof 
the cr;ature, and contidence therein make the lealt ſeparations 
and unl vote our hearts from their chiefeit good, then our rock 
and iure tooring is gone : we lye open toihat roaring Lion, and 
ro tho'e waters of iniquity which wil quick1v fink us in perdi- 
tion;DecipairglulicryAchif-nuean the whole body of lin __ 
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free paſſage into our ſoals : We cannot ſtep from God,bur Sarum 
ſeps to us ; Every degree of departing from God is diſtruſt and 
anbelick, and what will not an unbelieving heart commit ? 


2. Serve Gods Providence in the uſe of means. 


Sofar as God affords us helps and means, we muſt not be 
wanting in our duty to aCtuate their power,and to imploy them 
to the beſt advantage ; we mult go along with Providence, and 
ſerve occaſion and opportunities, and be exa&ly carefull of all 
means, although we muſt not truſt in any. God promiſed Foſuab, 
notto leave him,nor forſake him;yet he bids him be ſtrong,and 
of a good courage :the Iſraelites mult fight it out,when God had 
given the Enemy into their hands. Indeed ſometimes he will 
haveus onely ſpeRators of his aions,he will tell Fehoſapbat and 
the people of Jadab, they ſhall not need to fight in the battell; 
ſtand fill, move not, and behold the falvation of the Lord to- 
wards you: when he is pleaſed to ſhew a firange deliverance,and 
to get honour in the confukion of his Enemies, as he did on Phe- 
raob in the red Sea ; then there ſhall be po concourſe of fecond 
cauſes, he will fight himſelf, and do his own work with his own 
hands. But moſt commonly he requires the ſervice of the Crea- 


tures,which he doth not want, and ſets down a courſe of means. 


which he will not alter; and then it concerns us to anſwer Pro- 
vidence with induſtry, to put forth our ftrength,and rouſe ſuch 
means as God youchſafes. If we have the honour to be Gods In- 
ſtruments,we muſt do the office of Initraments,and be aQive: we 
muſt caſt our care on God for the iſſue , but we muſt ſweat our 
ſelves in the proſecution. Hell it ſelf ſhall never prevail againſt 
theflock ot Chrilt, yet they muſt ſtrive to enter in at the narrow 
ate, they muſt work oat their own ſalvation with fear & trem- 
ling. Ele&ion to the end, includes the means, and whoſoever 
will be happy in another world, muſt firtt be good in this. Pre- 
ſumption is as dangerous as diftraſt ; and he may juſily loſe the 
fruit of a bleſſed end,who negleAts the ule of lawtuli means. 


3. Cor fide in God in the want of means. 


Ic was a pious ſpeech of Lyther in ag-Epiltle to Melantm, God 
14 able to preſerve bus own cauſe from fa'cingy'r to raiſe it when it # falles: 
God 


Tr oe er ere Ina nn ep 


Cs In mc tas once RO, 


God's, Providence, 25 


God is never more neer his people, than when deliverance 

ſeems furthelt off; they can be in no condition where he is at a 

{tand,and cannot help chem. This war which we think will de- 

vour us all,may be an Inſtrument of preſervation, as the whale 

which ſwallowed up Jon&s, was a means to bring him to the '9*. 1.17. 

ſhore. The depths of Mercy are beyond the depths of miſerie, 

and God hath his own wayes of helping his children, when all 

things elſe deny them help. The violence of the winde turn'd 

back the Darts of Exgenivs his Army into their own faces for 

the vitory of Theodoſow. A number of little fiſhes will come to 

feed the Rochellers in a hard fiege. Moab and Ammon, the Enemies 

of Fudah ſhall deſtroy one another. So mighty #s God in power, and * Chrow20, _ 

excellent in working. Say that our fins are many and our tranſgreſ(- — ——_ 

fions great,yet Gods mercies are more,& his glory will begreat= © 

er in pardoning. No faults, can dammeup the endles goodnefle 

of the Almighty, we cannot offend ſo much as he can pardon. 

Say that our enemies are many, and mighty, and cruell, yet 4- 

bab with a few yong Men, vanquiſhed Benhadad's great Army, 

and 32 Kings with him. The Divell is ſtronger by Man's wick- 

neſfle, then by his one power. Say what we can, & ſay the wort 

we can, that Englandis fore wounded, and poore Ireland is giv- 

ing up the Gholt:Yet remember that Repentance preſery'd Ni- 3. 

nive which in 40dayes was to be deſtroy'd, that Faith delivered * 

D aniel out of the Lions mouth. That he, who wiil raiſe oar bo- 

dies,can mend our worlt condition. Was Abraham deceived,who 

tratted in God for a Sonne againſt the courſe of Nature? Or Da» » 

vid, who being compaſſed about with the waters of affliion, 

hoped for better times? Or ghe 3 Children who beleey'd that God Dan. 3-17. 

would deliver them out of the fiery furnace ? 0 Lord my God, in ———_ 

thee have I put my truſt. 7ve me from all that perſecnte me, and deliver *© ak 

me. And deliver us all he will, if we all pray unto him, for faith- 

full praierss Omnip-tents And pray unto him we fhall,if we al truſt 

in him, for traſt # the root & life of ſieceesfull prayer: Let us all ther- 

fore Pray, and T-uft, and Truſt and Pray,that our heavenly father 

would work a god underitanding betwixt King Charles and bid 

great Cornſell,that he would look with the eye of compaſſion ups 

on dying Ire/and, that his mercitull hand would make up the 

breaches ot diſtratted England, that his goodnefſe would take 
away 


1 King,20, 


28 


G ods Providence. 


away the cauſe of all calamicies,our many,aud great,and crying ſig. 
And atter our prayers let us trult again, that ſeeing it is all one 
with the Lord, to ſave with many or with few, to beip with means or 
without means : He will in due time produce a {weet correſpon- 
dence berwixt the. King and people; he will deliver bleeding [re 
land out of the hands ot bloody Rebels.He will re{torediitreſſed 
England to a happy condition ; he will pardon our iniquities, 
and remember them no more. Let 1 pray therefore, and truſt conti- 
meally, and let us never ceaſe to truſt and pray. 


FINIS, 


Die Mercurii 28 Decemb. 1642. 


T #4 this day Ordered by the Houſe of Commons, that Maſter Corbett 
I| ſhall have thanks returned him from this Howſe for the great pains he 
tork in the Sermon be preached this day at St. Margarets in the City of 
Weltminſter, at the intreaty of this Houſe. And that he be deſired to 

int bis Sermon : And it is Ordered that no man ſpall preſume to print 
it but he, whom be ſaid Mr. Corbett ſpall authorize under his hand 
writing. And it us further Ordered that Sir John Corbet, a Member 
of this Houſe, foall return the thanks to Maſter Corbete. 


H. Elſynge Cler. Parl. D. Comm. 


|| Appoint Rob. Boſtock S:ationer to primit thus Sermon. 
ED. CORBET, 


